Mission Statement Proposal
OBC exists to glorify God as a family of believers centered on the gospel

As a family of believers centered on the gospel, Occoquan Bible Church exists to glorify God in life together, by magnifying Christ from all the Scriptures, maturing saints for every good work, making disciples from all nations, and moving out to all place with the good news.

WHO	As a family of believers centered on the gospel,			1 Pet 2:9–10

WHY	Occoquan Bible Church exists to glorify God in life together,		1 Cor 10:31
											John 13:34–35
HOW	by

		Magnifying Christ	from all the Scriptures, 			Luke 24:27, 44–49
											John 5:39
		Maturing saints	for every good work				Eph 4:1–16
2 Tim. 3:16–17
											[1 Thess 1:3]
		Making disciples	from all nations,				Matt 28:19–20	
											Rev 5:9–10
		Moving out		to all places with the good news.		Acts 1:8


A few explanatory thoughts: 

· It builds on our unchanging commitment to the gospel. This has been an emphasis for our church over the last four years, and this statement makes explicit this motivating conviction.

· It expresses our overarching purpose as the glory of God. The glory of God is a theme that runs through Scripture, explains why God created the world and brought salvation to the world. And thus should be a constant reminder of why we are here.

· A “family of believers” and “life together” magnifies the concept of community, while fighting the isolated individualism of our age.  

· Magnifying Christ from all the Scriptures expresses our commitment to Scripture and our desire to see Christ from all parts of the Bible.

· The first 3 M’s express our commitment to worship, discipleship, and missions. 
· These 3 actions follow the pattern of priestly service witnessed in Scripture—as a family of royal priests we are called to Worship, Work, Witness. 
· They also express our desire to encourage members in their vocational pursuits (good works) and to cross lines of difference with the gospel (from all nations)

· The fourth M is an important to our church for two reasons
· It changes the static, inward focus to an energetic movement towards the lost.
· It matches the transitory nature of our church; so we learn to celebrate good departures.
· “To all places” also expresses our desire to share the gospel with our neighbors and the nations.
