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Family traditions at Christmas are wonderful, . . . until they’re not.

For all my growing up years, my family and I celebrated Christmas morning together.

And as a child it was something of an elaborate affair – we would gather at the top of the stairs . . . plunge into the darkness below . . . to see what Santa had left.

But one year stands out from the rest . . . it was the year my father told me to place cards in x-mas tree—another tradition we had; to put all cards amidst the pine.

Well, I misunderstood . . . I thought he was giving permission to go early and put the cards up BEFORE everyone saw Santa’s spoils. 

I can still see envision the scene—my brother’s fire truck; my baseball cards; the unlit tree in the corner where I completed my covert but misguided mission.

Well . . . upon my return . . . I shared excitedly about what I’d seen. At which point my mother broke down in tears . . . Christmas morning and its grand tradition was ruined. 

The point: 	Xmas as a holiday can be easily derailed  Just like anything in LIFE
How fragile our joy is when it hangs on the thread of perfect preparation.
		What’s true for Xmas . . . is true for marriage, children, careers . . .

		If joy depends on human effort . . . we stand to be disappointed

That being said . . . Christmas joy DOES in another sense depend on perfect preparation. 

The only difference is God is the master builder, and he . . . from eternity past . . .     has made a way to bring his Son into the world . . . to give perfect peace / lasting joy. 

THIS is what we’ll consider for the next few weeks, as we marvel at the birth of Jesus


In the 1st Gospel, Matthew begins w/ a genealogy of 42 names—historical persons on Jesus’ family tree. (We skip that in our series this year . . . NOT B/C  .  .  . but B/C JB handled it)

In that genealogy . . . Matthew shows how God was directing history from Abraham to David to the sons of Israel who suffered through the exile . . . 

As promised long ago . . . they looked forward to the coming messiah.

Matthew testifies to God’s providence, arranging history to bring joy to the world.

This morning we pick up the story of God’s Promised One – and how God the Son took on flesh to become a man, to dwell with us . . . so that we might live with him.


Indeed . . .

Matthew 1:18–25 introduces us to the cast of characters involved in Christ’s birth 

. . . and the amazing ways that God turned history, humanity, and creation to accomplish his perfect plan.


First, there is Mary and Joseph. The young, faithful Hebrew couple God would use to adopt his son.
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Second, there is the angel of the Lord. God’s messenger to explain how Christ was conceived.


Third, there is Matthew, an inspired apostle who interprets Isaiah 7:14 and explains how Jesus’ birth fulfills those ancient words.


Fourth, there is Jesus himself, the eternal Son of God who has been sent by the Father to become a man and bridge the gap between sinful humanity and holy God.



As we walk through Matthew 1:18–25 

. . . we will consider each character in the story of Christ’s birth

. . . then we will look at three ways Jesus birth invites us to marvel at God and trust him more.


(For those taking notes, you might be helped to know the three points on the back of the half-sheet will look a little different . . . and won’t follow exactly the outline.)


Mary and Joseph’s Plight

In v. 18, Matthew transitions from his genealogy to the actual conception and birth of Jesus.


Verse 18 reads: “Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.”

This verse doesn’t refer to the previous section’s genealogy, although that list of names is how “the birth of Jesus Christ took place.”

This verse introduces how God is bringing his Son into the world, by leading an engaged couple through a valley of despair to bring peace to the world.


Verse 18b says, “When [Jesus’] mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph.” 

Let’s stop there.

The word betrothed is the word for “engaged” / “pledged to be married.” 

Like today, there was a period of engagement before marriage. But unlike our culture, this commitment was even greater. Joseph could be called Mary’s husband even before they had moved in together.

Such was the situation when Mary became pregnant. 


Luke 1 records the event in more detail.

· From Luke we know the angel of the Lord came to Mary and announced God’s choice of her to be the mother of God. 

Luke 1:35 says: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God.”

· To this news, she responded with great faith --- If it difficult in our culture to have a child out of wedlock. It was all the more difficult in Israel.

· OT law taught if an engaged woman was unfaithful she could be stoned (Lev 20:10). So, for Mary to accept this calling was heavy, because it meant of lifetime of accusation, misunderstanding and slander. 

· Even as an adult, Jesus was called the son of an unchaste woman.

· Don’t miss this:  God favored Mary and blessed her with this child . . . but such a blessing came with a cost . . .  a cost that Joseph would have to accept too.


Let’s keep reading in Matthew’s Gospel:
Matthew writes (18c–19): “before they came together . . . READ vv 18c–19.

If Luke highlights Mary’s plight; Matthew highlights Joseph’s. 

For them, there would be no large wedding party; no free honeymoon; not even a first-year hiatus from the duties of war—a gift God gave to young men in Israel.

No . . . right from the beginning there would be spiritual warfare and physical danger. 


But this is getting ahead of ourselves. . . . For now we need to see how Joseph signed on to be Jesus surrogate father:

Luke 1:56 says Mary spent at least the 1st 3 months of her pregnancy w/ Elizabeth. 
										. . . her cousin.
Thus, she was not around Joseph until she might begin to show. 

You can imagine the shock when she returned and news came that she was great with child.

What would Joseph do?   As a righteous son of Israel, what could he do?

By the first century, Israel’s practice of stoning was not consistently enforced, but still such a infidelity could not just be ignored.


Matthew tells us what kind of man he was and what he decided:

Being a JUST man, and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly.

This highlights Joseph’s character. 

He would not seek her public humiliation, but neither would he deny the Law. 

He knew where babies came from, and he could not enter into a marriage with someone who had broken her vow to him. 

	One can only imagine the kind of mental anguish this inflicted on Mary.

And Joseph too, for verse 20 says that after resolving to divorce her quietly he was still considering these things.


Which brings us to the next stage in the story . . . the Angel’s announcement of Virgin’s conception.

The Angel’s Proclamation (vv. 20b–21)

In verse 20, Matthew writes about God’s gracious intervention for Mary and for his Son:

	READ v. 20a . . .

As it will become apparent, God is wholly committed to protecting his Son.

Like Joseph of old, the son of Jacob who received dreams to protect God’s people.
This Joseph, also the son of Jacob, was given dreams to preserve the seed of God. 

As we will see in ch. 2, Joseph is twice more directed by dreams (vv. 13, 19). 
. . . And both times for the protection of Jesus and Mary.

But those latter dreams depend upon this first dream and Joseph’s willingness to take Mary as his wife and Jesus’ as his adopted son. To that end, the Angel speaks.


1. He grabs Joseph’s attention (and ours) by referencing his lineage—Joseph, son of David

In every other usage in Matthew . . . Son of David refers to Jesus’s messianic identity.

Here, the heavenly messenger—whether an angel sent by God or a manifestation of Yahweh himself; we don’t know—awakens Joseph to the reality of his royal heritage.

Remember, Joseph didn’t have a copy of a New Testament. He didn’t know about the genealogy in Matthew 1:1–17 . . . 

Rather, living in the despised town of Nazareth (not Bethlehem), under the oppression of Roman occupation, it is likely he didn’t think much of his royal lineage. 

Or if he did, what could he do about it? But now, the angel comes to tell him the news: The child in Mary’s womb is the heir of David who will receive the throne . . . AND MOST IMPORTANTLY . . . THE SON . . . isn’t from man, but God himself. 


2. This gets at the angel’s message . . . Take Mary and raise her son as your own.

v 20b:	Do not fear to Mary as your wife . . . WHY?
FOR . . . that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

	Again . . . Matthew doesn’t give us the detail that Luke does. 
	
But . . . the Angel gives Joseph enough to know this child is not the fruit of adultery.
	
He is the one promised from of old . . . the Son of David come to save his people.


And as he says in verse 21 . . . “You shall call his name Jesus . . . READ . . .

For Joseph, this calling to name Jesus issue a solemn responsibility.

Like Adam naming Eve, God has given spiritual authority to Joseph.

As his adoptive father, Joseph is to raise Jesus in the fear and admonition of the Lord, to teach him the Scriptures, and provide and protect God’s Son while he grows up. 

ATST . . . Jesus’ name is pregnant with meaning: It means “Yahweh saves” . . . 

. . . and the angel’s words indicate Jesus is coming not just to save Israel politically or nationally . . . but covenantally AND eternally.

What ruined Israel in the past was their inveterate sin . . . 

. . . Now God is sending his Son to save them from their sin.


Only . . . the people in view here go beyond Israel as a nation.

Jesus is coming to save Israel but as the OT taught in many places . . . this seed of Abraham / David was coming to bless all nations . . .

And we can this in the text as Matthew quotes from Isaiah 7:14 (v. 23), 

. . . but changes the second person “YOU shall call his name Immanuel” 
. . . to the third person “THEY shall call his name Immanuel.”
. . . in the the LXX it was YOU shall call his name Immanuel . . . now it is THEY

Who is the THEY ?? 	It is those who call upon his name; 
who look to Jesus as their savior.

This would include Jews like Mary and Joseph, but also
. . .Gentiles like Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba who were from outside Israel.

Coming from Israel, Jesus came to bring salvation to the world.


And thus . . . the offer of forgiveness stands for you today.

Jesus came to save YOU from YOUR sin . . . whatever it is.

God promises . . . if you cry out to him for mercy . . .  He will hear and make his dwelling with you . . . so that you can know him as your Immanuel – God with us.


Which leads us to the next step in the story . . .

 We’ll call it . . . Matthew’s Perception (in verses 22–23)
 
Verse 22–23 could be the Angels words, for Joseph doesn’t wake up until verse 24. And certainly this would give more weight to convincing Joseph.

But, I am more inclined to see them as Matthew’s insertion or interpretation . . . which gives further explanation of Jesus’ miraculous birth.

This is the way most EVV translate the passage, and one good reason is that the language of “fulfillment” (v. 22) is repeated throughout in Matthew’s Gospel. 

That is to say, Matthew speaks of Jesus “fulfilling” what was written in the OT or spoken by the prophets of old. 

I.E.,	Look at 2:15 . . . Matthew explains Jesus’ flight to Egypt in terms of Hosea 11:1.

As we will see . . . Hosea 11 is not a direct prediction of Jesus birth, rather Matthew explains Jesus birth in terms of this section from Hosea . . . He does the same in . . .

2:17 . . . when he explains the murder of the innocents in words from Jer 31
AND 	2:23 . . . where Jesus’ return to Nazareth fulfills what was spoken by the prophets, 

Even tho’ there’s not a verse in the OT . . . which says he shall be called a Nazarene, Matthew explains Jesus’ birth in this way.

In the next few weeks, we’ll look at these, but for now let’s see how Matthew reads Isaiah 7.

Now . . . time does not permit a full-orbed examination of this OT citation. But turn to Isaiah 7. Let me make a couple points on how Matthew is reading and applying the OT

1. Isaiah 7:14 can be understood on its own terms. Meaning, before Matthew was written, Isa 7:14 could be understood as a promise fulfilled in the period of King Ahaz.

READ vv. 16–18 . . . see how the promise is set historically in the period of the 2 kings

If we kept reading we would find some measure of fulfillment in Isaiah 8–12. 

For instance: Isaiah 8:3 says “the prophetess” (Isaiah’s wife?) conceived, bore a son, and called his name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. In other words, Isaiah is using the same verbs (conceive, bore, call) to indicate what was promised was also fulfilled.

Likewise, in 8:8 and 8:10, Immanuel is mentioned twice. Once with regards to God’s judgment coming on the land of Immanuel; next in regards to the promise that God is with his people for protection, such that his judgment will not utterly wipe out Israel.

And then, in 8:18, it says his children were signs and portents in Israel from the Lord. 

So, on its own terms, we can see how the sign of 7:14 was fulfilled in Ahaz’s day—proving God was with Israel. Yet, this fulfillment did not exhaust the meaning.

How do we know?  		Well, we keep reading.  
In Isaiah 9, a promised of child is said to be born in Galilee. To a people still living in darkness, this child will bring light and salvation to God’s people.

These are the beautiful and famous words of Isaiah 9:6–7:

       For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; 
		and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 
and his name shall be called 
		Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
	7 	Of the increase of his government and of peace 
there will be no end, 
		on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 
to establish it and to uphold it 
		with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. 
		The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

If you keep reading, chapter 11 then promises a son of Jesse, which is a way of saying  . . .  a New David is bringing in a new kingdom. 

As Jesse was David’s father in history; the inspired prophets look for a new son of Jes.

Now . . . it’s easy to get lost in the details, esp. if Isa is unfamiliar or reading the Bible is new.

SO . . . Don’t get discouraged if some of these verses don’t connect. Just keep reading.

Talk to others about what you see or don’t see . . . LOOK HOW the NT quotes the OT. 

And when reading the OT . . . look at the cross-references to begin seeing connections

Here’s the big idea: What was promised of Old had importance for the people of Israel . . . But it did not exhaust the significance of the sign.

Thus Matthew, who is both inspired by the HS and is a gifted reader of the OT, understands the virgin conception of Jesus repeating in an even greater way the sign that happened in Isaiah 7–8.

From God’s side of things . . . we know Yahweh was working everything in the OT to prepare the way for Jesus. But from the human side the connection between Isaiah 7:14 and Jesus . . . was only seen after the fact.

Taught by Jesus and the Holy Spirit, Matthew makes the connection so that we can know the truthfulness of God’s Word . . . and the identity of Gods’ Son.

This is why he writes and why we labor to understand – Jesus is Our Immanuel. He is God Incarnate, the eternal Son in human form who entered the world as a baby 

This is a wonderful and glorious reality. . . AND . . . It’s just like God planned . . .
 

The Lord’s Perfect Plan (vv. 24–25)

After translating the name Immanuel (God with us) . . . Matthew closes Jesus’s birth story with a testimony to Joseph’s faithfulness.
	
Verse 24–25 reads . . . READ

A careful reading shows that all that the angel instructed (in vv 20–23) Joseph did.

[1]	As the angel said, He took Mary as his wife.


[2]	In deep reverence for God and the child born of the Spirit, he refused to consummate 
his marriage until the baby was born.

	This shows how honorable Joseph was . . . 

It also stresses the fact: Jesus was conceived by God, not by a man / woman.  


[3]	That being said . . . Joseph called his sons name Jesus and raised him as his own, just as the Lord called him to do.


All in all, verses 24–25 show the perfect execution of God’s plan.

What God planned before the foundation of the world, he perfectly brought into effect.

And I believe it is healthy and holy for us to ponder just how perfect God’s plan was. 


So let me draw out three aspects of God’s perfect plan 

. . . which MAGNIFY his benevolent and wise providence

And 	. . . which AMPLIFY our trust in the God who is with us, who sent his Son to save us.

The Perfections of God’s Plan

First, notice the perfect providence of God in history.

From the genealogy to the birth of Jesus, we learn that over 1800 years of turbulent history had brought J at the right place, at the right time, from the right people, for the right reason.

A team of PhDs in statistics might be able figure out the odds of such an arrangement. But only the God of the Bible could pull it off.

Such historical oversight includes directing 42 checkered generations from Abraham to David through the exile; . . . it includes angelic interventions to call Mary and Joseph to parent God’s Son; . . . it includes the Roman census to move M & J to Bethlehem;  

Altogether, the history leading up to Jesus birth displays a God who is active in every detail of life . . . to bring good to his people.

Indeed, while Jesus is the full and final Incarnation of God with us . . .  the whole of Scripture testifies to the perfect way God has sought to be with his people.

God’s history is one unfolding story of how a holy God dwells with sinful man.
And how God brings salvation to his people through coming to be with them.

Which brings us to a second perfection.

2. God works in and through the free actions of sinful men and women.

In other words, God’s meticulous sovereignty does not obliterate human choice; 

Rather, God’s absolute providence sustains the world in such a way that the real desires of impassioned people bring into effect God’s predestined plan.

Honestly, I don’t know how that entirely works. But I know what Scripture says.

Man is RESPONSIBLE before God for every word, action, and decision. 

AND . . . nothing—ABSOLUTELY NOTHING—a man does undoes God’s plan. In fact, the Bible says even the most wicked acts against God’s ppl turn out to effect his plan.

Jesus’ birth is but one more evidence of how God directs his people to fulfill his will. 

That is . . . 	In bringing the Son into the world, God sovereignly directs all creation so that 
he can be with us.

From the pages of Isaiah . . . to the upbringing of Mary and Joseph in Israel under the Law of Moses . . . to the sending of angels . . . 

Matthew tells us how God brings the messiah from the womb of a virgin. 
Again . . . sovereignly orchestrating creation to accomplish his perfect plan.
[3] 	Which leads to a third perfection of God’s plan . . . the virgin birth of Jesus.

Oh how many miss the power and beauty of this glorious reality!

In college I remember talking to a professor about this . . . 

My professor believed the Spirit of God came on Jesus at his baptism, making Jesus of Nazareth the Christ when he was about 30 years old. 

He denied a virgin birth and believed in what is called “adoptionism” . . . that God adopted the man Jesus and gave made him his Spirit-endowed Son. 

When I told him one day I believed Jesus was born of a virgin . . . and had never once sinned, because he was God incarnate, he was dumbfounded!

I remember his look. It was one of shock and awe . . . He didn’t try to tell me otherwise . . . Maybe he felt sorry for me for being less than progressive. IDK

But truly . . . the virgin birth for him was a shocking idea!

Now, I wouldn’t for a second defend my professors heretical view of Jesus . . . but I wonder if we need to recapture some of the wonder of Jesus birth??
 
In Mary’s womb God performed an act of new creation as powerful as in Genesis 1. 

Like Adam, Jesus was not made with sperm and egg; he was created directly by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

This is ABSOLUTELY MARVELOUS!!  . . . And worth our prolonged gaze!

WHO is this God that decrees the end from the beginning . . . and then enters into the story?

WHO is this Creator that rules his creation, but then becomes a man?

WHO is this holy Lord . . . who chose to live w/ and suffer among sinners? 

WHO is this Immanuel. . . who was born of a virgin . . . so that he could die for sinners?

This is our God . . . the only God . . . not a God far away . . . but one who rules history, humanity, and creation . . . in order to come and draw near.

	Do you know this God . . . Christ’s birth invites you to come and know him?

Do you marvel at this God ?? . . . OH Friend . . . Don’t miss the perfect plan of God this Christmas . . . it alone is able to satisfy your heart . . . HE alone can give peace/joy

INDEED . . . X-mas traditions will come & go but the Lord, our Immanuel, will last forever.
