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This week, a report came from the Philippines about a man who is reported to have found the world’s largest pearl – it weights 75 pounds and is valued at $100 million dollars.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Not a bad haul . . . for someone who has kept this pearl under his bed for 10 years.

Apparently, after hauling this pearl, the unnamed angler, kept it as a good luck charm under his bed for the last 10 years . . . until a fire caused him to move.

Thinking the fire may have come from hiding the pearl . . . he brought it to the tourism office in a remote part of the Philippines.


It’s hard to hear this story and not think of two of Jesus’ parables:

In Matthew 13. . . Jesus teaches that the kingdom of God is like a pearl of great price . . . so valuable that the wise merchant sells all to buy the pearl

Lesson: Christ is so valuable . . . it is worth selling all you have to get HIM.

Then in Matthew 25 . . . Jesus speaks of a man who received a large sum of money from his master. The foolish servant buried the talent . . . proving his wickedness.

Lesson: Christ’s servants so value their Lord, they will risk their lives to advance his King.


So . . . in the case of this fisherman . . . 

He sits on a $100 million dollar treasure for 10 years. 

If you were in his shoes . . . surely, you’d bring the priceless piece forward.

But what about the gospel ... WHAT DO YOU DO WITH THE PRICELESS TRUTH OF X’S GOSPEL?

	In the gospel . . . we find something more valuable than the largest pearl
. . . We find grace, forgiveness, love, and eternal life . . . In X . . . we find 

ATST . . . if we possess Christ as the pearl of great price, we also have an obligation
. . . An obligation . . . to share with others the riches of Jesus Christ.

Indeed . . . the Gospel is not a treasure we hide away in our hearts . . . 
. . . It is a message given to us so that we might take it to others! 

This is certainly what we find in Paul . . . who considered knowing X and making Christ known the world’s greatest prize!

And it is what we find in 1 Corinthians 9 . . . as we discover that those who lead in the church are the ones most active in preserving and promoting the gospel. 

Outline

So . . . with that in mind let’s remember where we are in Paul’s argument.

In the midst of three chapters (8, 9, 10) devoted to the question of meat sacrificed to idols, Paul is addressing the way in which leaders are OR are not serving others.

In this way . . . we find that 1 Corinthians 9 is one long argument, that can be divided into four movements.

[1]	Verses 1 – 12 makes a case for the rights Paul and Barnabas (specifically) and all gospel ministers (generally) have to receive support. 


[2] 	Verses 12 – 18 continue this theme but add a second element—namely, Paul’s refusal to claim this right.

Because Paul refuses to put anything that might obstruct the gospel, 
. . . he refuses to request support from the Corinthians 
. . . for fear that it could hinder his ability to speak the gospel freely


[3]	Verses 19 – 23 turn back to this question of freedom . . . the very first Q he asked:

	In v 1, he asked . . . “Am I free?” And then proceeds to defend his apostleship

Now . . . in v 19, he returns to the idea of freedom, and he says his spiritual freedom makes him a slave to others.

Despite what Americans think about freedom . . . THIS is true freedom!

Freedom is not doing whatever you want . . . it’s wanting to do what God commands.


[4]	Verses 24–27 close out his argument as he turns to himself and says he disciplines himself in order to keep running the race.

	Indeed, according to Scripture . . . freedom leads to discipline, not anarchy.

	Likewise, spiritual discipline . . . brings freedom. 


So this is the argument at work in chapter 9 . . . but our focus is on Christ’s gospel focus in verses 12 – 18 . . .



Let’s look at the Flow of Thought in 1 Corinthians 9 . . .

Verse 12b turns the corner in Paul’s argument

	In verses 3 – 12a . . . Paul has made five arguments for the right to receive support
	Now in v. 12b . . . he looks back: “We [Barn + I] have not made use of this right”

The reason is found in the contrast, “but we endure everything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.”

This verse makes a theme change in Paul’s letter from RIGHTS to the GOSPEL.

In verses 4, 5, 6, and 12, Paul speaks of “rights” (5x), now he will turn to the gospel (7x in 7 verses) with another mention of the “gospel” in v. 23.

I could be mistaken, but I believe this is the largest gospel cluster in Paul.

		And so this is the theme of verses 12 – 18. But the argument is more specific.

Verse 12, 15, 18 all make the same point: 

I have made no use of this right, nor will I make use of this right; 
rather I want to make the gospel available to everyone free of charge.

So verses 12 – 18 are all about the gospel, but even more specifically, they are about the preaching of the gospel.

v. 14 – “The Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel (= apostles, evangelists/missionaries/church-planters, pastors) . ..  should get their living by the gospel (= living by preaching the gospel)

v. 16 – “For if I preach the gospel, that gives me no ground for boasting. For necessity is laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel.”

v. 17 – Paul speaks of his stewardship; the responsibility he has to preach the gospel

v. 18 – “What then is my reward? That in my preaching I may present the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my right in the gospel.” 

	There again, the gospel is used as shorthand for preaching the gospel.

So really . . . of the 7 uses of the word in these verses 6 of them refer to the preaching of the gospel . . . 1 of them refers to the actual gospel.

So for us	. . . we need to ask two questions

1. What is the gospel?
2. What do you do with the gospel?

What Is The Gospel?

The word itself euangellion means “good news.”

It was a word used often in Paul’s day to speak of a king’s victory. When news came from the battlefield that the king won the battle . . . it was GOSPEL.

	In Scripture, it is appropriate to say that the confession: “Jesus is Lord” is GOSPEL.

But a closer look at the NT shows the gospel can receive many labels:

Jesus calls it the gospel of the kingdom (Matt 4:23ff). Paul calls it the gospel of grace in Acts 20:24, the G of peace in Eph 6:15; the gospel of God in Romans 1:1, the gospel of salvation in Ephesians 1:13; and the gospel of Jesus Christ 8x.

These are not different gospels, but different aspects of the same gospel.

Indeed, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are the 4 Gospels, but to be specific, they are 4 accounts / 4 witnesses of 1 Gospel.


In contrast to false teachers, Paul can speak of “my gospel” (Rom 2:16; 16:25; 2 Tim 2:8),
. . . but this doesn’t mean he preaches a different gospel from Jesus or the apostles.

As 1 Cor 9 indicates . . . the apostles does all things to preach & protect the G  


But what is the Gospel? 

Look what he says in verse 12 . . . READ

	Before describing his gospel preaching, he says he does all things for the G of X 

	In one word, the gospel is the message of Christ. 

And significantly, he doesn’t say the gospel of Jesus . . . 

8x he will speak of the gospel of X, but he never says the gospel of Jesus.


Why?

	The answer is a Gospel of Jesus . . . could devolve into Jesus as my personal idol

But	The Gospel of Christ . . . means we must understand Jesus according to the Scriptures

Let’s think about it . . . CHRIST is the title Jesus earned by his life, death, resurrection.

IOW, as Paul will describe in 1 Corinthians 15 . . . the gospel is the message of Christ’s death and resurrection according to the Scriptures.

The good news is not simply an historical fact that a Jewish man suffered and died to prove his love . . . That is all true . . . but that doesn’t give Jesus’ death any meaning

The meaning of Jesus death and resurrection comes from the Scriptures that he fulfilled on the cross and in his subsequent exaltation. 

The birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth . . . is the NT fulfillment of 
	. . . all that the Spirit of Christ prophesied in the OT.

The gospel, according to the Bible, is not a get out of jail free pass . . . a Jesus loves me no matter what I do . . . a message of empowerment from an ancient sage.

	Those are half-truths that misrepresent the whole truth.

The Gospel is God’s holy promise to redeem sinners from their legal guilt AND to raise them to eternal life through the life, death, and resurrection of his Son.

In this way . . . the gospel doesn’t begin in a Bethlehem stable or on a hill called Calvary. 

It began when God promised Adam & Eve . . . the offspring of the women will come and crush the head of the serpent, even as the serpent’s seed bruises his heel.

The gospel of X . . . is the gospel of the anointed one, for Christ means anointed.

In the OT . . . priests, kings, and prophets were all anointed. Men like Moses, David, and the Priests of Levi played were chosen by God to lead, defend, atone, save and bless the sinful people of Israel. Indeed, they brought much good to Israel ... but only imperfectly

In time, they all sinned and died and failed to bring lasting peace. 
Still . . . these offices created a necessary vacuum for the Messiah to fill. 

Enter Jesus of Naz . . . the humble son of a peasant couple . . . God the Son in human form.

By his righteous life, substitutionary death, and victorious resurrection . . . there came into the world the good news that 

. . . the penalty of sin has been paid	
. . . the stranglehold of death has been strangled 
. . . the threat of hell has been canceled . . . 
. . . the gift of righteousness has been purchased
. . . and life everlasting has been secured . . . for any who trust in Christ

. . . This is the Gospel of Christ  . . . the message entrusted to Paul . . . 
. . . the good news offered to you . . . 	

This leads to the second question: What do you do with the gospel?

1. TRUST in the Gospel

The first thing to do is to believe the gospel . . . to repent of every other gospel, every other savior, every other idol and Lord . . . and to trust the gospel of Christ.

We see this in two places in 1 Corinthians 9.

FIRST, Paul says he’s been entrusted with a stewardship. As we saw in 1 Corinthians 4, Paul and the apostles are stewards of the mysteries of God = stewards of the gospel.

Like the fisherman with the 100 million dollar pearl, Paul has received an infinite share in Christ . . . and he has the burden of sharing it with others.

And how does he share this precious cargo?  He preaches . . . he calls men to trust Christ.

TRUST is the theological word . . . we are saved by grace through faith. 

TREASURE is the experiential word ... you’ll only be saved if you treasure X above all

So do you treasure Christ? 

This is why Paul wrote 1 Corinthians . . . so that those who walked in and around the pagan city would value Christ above all.

This what we are doing too . . . proclaiming the beauty and riches of Christ, 

. . . so you will stop believing joy and happiness, security and significance are found in sex, money, jobs, homes, cars, careers, promotions, or anything else you can see

Life and eternal life and abundant life are found in Christ . . . and in Christ alone.

So trust Christ . . . As you hear the gospel . ..  trust him and treasure him above all.

The SECOND place we find TRUST as the proper response is in 1 Corinthians 15.

	READ verses 1 – 2

Paul makes an important point . . . it is possible to believe in vain, to believe in a way that does not save . . .

Paul writes to the Cs as believers . . . but his assurance of their salvation is not static . . . It is based on them holding fast to the Word of God . . . continuing to treasure X

So his words teach us that the proper response to the Gospel is enduring trust.

The kind of faith that is vain is the kind that fails to endure, 

So . . . ask yourself . . . Do you have enduring faith? And how do you know?

	Do you treasure Jesus Christ and what he has done for you?

OR	Do you merely agree with the facts of the gospel?


	Do you daily delight in the gospel B/C it the priceless pearl you can’t stop thinking about? 

OR	Do you think about the gospel only as others bring it up?


If someone followed you around this week, what evidence of trust would they find?

	Do you read his word to remind you of his love and the sacrifice he’s given?

	Do you pray for others to know the saving work of Christ?

Do you thank him for paying the penalty for your sins?

	
Delight in God or the lack thereof . . . goes along ways to revealing the nature of your faith.


A second test relates to how you talk about Jesus Christ.
	

It is a law of human nature . . . you will talk about what you love. 


	If you love cooking or complaining . . . it will come out.

	If you love gardening or gaming . . . you can’t hold it back.

. . . Oh you might be able to hold it in around certain people
. . . but like a pot of boiling water, it will eventually bubble over.


How can you know if your faith will endure . . . it is evidenced by what you talk about.

	Which gives us the second way we respond to the gospel . . .  We talk about it.



2. 
TALK about the Gospel

Paul was consumed with Jesus Christ . . . and he talked about him incessantly.

His 13 letters are evidence of this reality . . . but here in vv 12–18 we get a glimpse into mindset of Paul.

For him the gospel was not something he believed and kept to himself.

It was not a pearl that he shoved under his bed.
It was the treasure that pushed him out of bed every morning.

Look at verses 13 – 14.		READ

	In these vv Paul makes a final argument for why ministers should be supported.

Arguing from the OT to the NT, he makes the case that just as the temple servants in Israel received their support from the covenant people through the tithe system . . .

. . . So the ministers of the gospel should receive support here today. 

In fact, he bolsters his argument further in v. 14 by citing Jesus (the Lord) who commanded that gospel ministers should be supported. 

He probably has in mind Jesus words in Matt 10:10 – the laborer deserves his food

The specific application relates to pastors / missionaries . . . but I want you to see the more general application . . . one that applies to everyone.

In the OT . . . the temple servants worked at the altar . . . they offered sacrifices to atone for the sins of the people. This is what the priests did.  

However, in the NT, the nature of the priesthood changed. 

	First, Jesus came and made the final sacrifice. HE WAS THE FINAL SACRIFICE.  
	. . . So any further offering is actually a blasphemy against Jesus.
	. . . The problem with the Catholic mass is that it RE-presents the body and blood of Jesus.
	. . . This has the effect of diminishing Christ’s finished work.

The final sacrifice is 1 change . . . the other is the NC Priesthood is now a ministry of proclamation, not sacrifice.

	In the OT . . . the priests were a special class of people who offered sacrifice (v. 13)
	NOW by comparison . . . priests are ministers of the gospel who preach Christ (v. 14)

The only place where Paul uses the word “priest” to describe himself is Romans 15:16.
There he speaks of presenting clean gentiles to the Lord. Talk about a paradigm shift! 

The NC priesthood is mediated by Jesus Christ . . . and ALL those in X are priests who pray and preach and present Gentiles as clean offerings to the Lord . . . when G’s receive the G
In v. 13–14, P makes a biblical-theological argument for receiving support in preaching the gospel 

In v. 15 . . . he repeats his refusal of such provision

In v. 15b– 17, he explains the burden of his apostolic calling, he says, 	READ 15b – 18 


In these verses, he reveals the burden he has for preaching the gospel.

	In his commission, he was called to tell others about Christ.

v. 15 	He says he would rather die than have someone deprive him of his boast . . .

Namely . . . the ability to present the gospel for free.

Many commentators see a parallel between Paul and the prophets. While Jeremiah, for instance, wanted to die under the weight of his burden—

Paul . . . loves telling others about the treasure that is Jesus Christ. 

Indeed, he sees it as a reward to present the gospel for free. 

And he would rather die than put obstacles in front of his preaching.


v. 16	Paul says he has a necessity to preach the gospel 

	And in v. 17	. . . He says he has a stewardship
			. . . IOW, he feels a heavy weight to share the gospel

But for all that responsibility . . . 	the joy of seeing others come to faith in Christ is the power that drives Paul to preach.

	He endures all things to know X and make him known!

	This for him is the great reward.

In fact . . . there are actually three rewards that motivate Paul.

1. There is Christ himself . . . for P there is no greater treasure than his priceless Lord 
2. There is the reward of telling others freely about Jesus . . . 
3. There is the heavenly prize (v. 24) that he will receive when he comes to glory.

Indeed, there are some who think the reward (17–18) is the same as the prize in v. 24, but that goes against the natural reading of verse 18 . . . 

It is the free presentation of X which motivates Paul’s present ministry

While his love for Christ and his hope of a future prize move him . . . it is the present ability to freely present the gospel that he counts as a reward greater than monetary support.
	

For Paul . . . he loves to talk about Christ . . . and he models for us the second way we ought to respond to the Gospel.

Now to be sure . . . there are personality traits at play in our speaking . . .

	I doubt I will ever witness to a whole section of fans at a baseball game . . . Dave Ross

	But I am praying and thinking of ways to share Christ with my neighbors

	I am making decisions about my office hours and family activities based on evangelism.

ATST . . . I’m blown away when I have conversations with church members who are using their 
platforms and positions to tell others about Christ. 

Most of these bros and sisters would not call themselves “gifted evangelists” . . . but because they love Christ . . . they are compelled to tell others about him.


And how does that happen?

Jesus moves from a good luck charm you keep under your bed to the all-consuming pearl of great price . . . you can’t stop thinking about

	B/C you’re constantly thinking about him ... it becomes increasingly normal to talk about him


Now, if talking about Jesus is not natural . . . you may need to pray for boldness

	But my personal encouragement to you is to fix your eyes on him

	In Scripture . . .. behold his compassion to the weak and broken, 
his purity in never taking advantage of another
his power in saying no to every form of temptation
his grace in forgiving sin
his wisdom in answering questions about God and government
his beauty as he dies for the ungodly
his power in rising from the dead
his progress as he is taking the gospel to the ends of the earth

	If you struggle talking about Jesus . . . 

it may be because you don’t spend enough time with him in his word

It may be because you don’t preach the gospel of Christ to yourself

Church . . . trust and treasure Christ each day and watch how your heart will overflow with testimony about Christ.

So we must trust in the gospel . . . we must talk about the gospel . . . we must turn everything towards the gospel

3. TURN everything towards the Gospel

Now what does this mean . . .

For Paul, as God’s apostle, it meant refusing his rights to receive support in order to more clearly preach the gospel.

In cultural context . . . as a teacher, he had one of four ways to receive income.

1. He could have found a rich patron
2. He could have taught others for pay
3. He could have begged
4. He could have worked

Paul chose the last option, because it gave him the most freedom to preach the G

If he begged, it would have brought disrepute on the gospel and the church.
If he taught, he would have been at the beck and call of others.
If he sought a patron, that rich patron would have become his master.


Paul had only one Master, one divine patron, and so he worked making tents in Corinth, until Silas and Timothy arrived with support and he was freed to focus on the Word alone.


In short, Paul would do nothing to obstruct the gospel. Rather, he would do many things that would make the gospel more visible in his life.

If you read through 1 and 2 Corinthians . . . you find in Paul a willingness to suffer in order to preach the gospel and to display its message.

IOW, he understood his sufferings as means by he could magnify the message of the cross. In this way, he turned his suffering into a platform for X.


At the same time, he would in other situations use his Roman citizenship to recover his reputation. For instance, in Philippi, he defended himself from accusation by appealing to his rights as a Roman citizen.

He did not do this for himself, but for the sake of the G. 

In one instance, he chose weakness to magnify the gospel;
In another, he chose self-defense before the town officials to magnify the gospel.

In his personal life, he gladly endured suffering . . . so that Christ might be exalted
In his public life, he chose his vocations so that Christ might be magnified.

Do you see a theme?

The point is not to do exactly what P did . . . P did different things at different times

The point is to take captive every moment and every calling for Christ.

When Paul came to Corinth . . . he refused to seek patronage, because if he did he would be forced to blunt or slant his message.

By paying his own way . . . he removed all obstacles and could preach exactly what God wanted.

In this way . . . Paul reminds us that we who serve Christ should learn to turn every situation towards of Divine Master.


This is what it means to be a follower of Christ . . . to use any and every sphere of influence to display and declare Christ to the world.

	In truth . . . we confuse the gospel when try to live, do, or act the gospel. 

	The gospel is a message we preach, not a life we live.


ATST . . . we confuse the world when we preach the gospel and live for ourselves.

We are to trust the gospel AND talk about the gospel AND live our lives in light of the gospel such that we turn all things personally and publicly towards Christ.


This is what Paul did in Corinth . . . and it is what he calls us to do.

	If you are a leader in the church . . . this is your calling.

	And if you are not . . . he still says in 11:1 . . . imitate me as I imitate Christ.


Thankfully, not everyone is called to pastoral ministry . . .

	But if you are in Christ . . . you are called to be a witness of Christ

	2 Corinthians 5 says you are ambassadors of Christ, ministers of reconciliation

1 Peter 2 . . . you are royal priesthood who announces the marvel grace of God.


Indeed, in the Gospel of Christ we have been given the pearl of great price. 
 . . . Therefore, it is our duty and our delight to make him known . . . trust, talk, turning
