Spiritual Leadership Continued: 
Gospel Rights and Responsibilities (pt. 1)
1 Corinthians 9:1 – 12 


Have you ever lost faith in someone?

Maybe ... you are Xian ... and it was someone instrumental in your conversion . . .

. . . At one time they were a trusted friend and teacher . . . but later untrustworthy

Maybe . . . you’re just coming back to church . . . after being burned by a Xian(s)

. . . While you’re open to trusting Jesus . . . you may be cautious towards Christians

I can think of a handful of relationships like this in my life . . . 

	. . . Some by God’s grace . . . have been mercifully restored
	. . . Some remain under a shadow because the person refuses to reconcile


The world turns on trust . . . and when trust is lost . . . 	Relationships break.
									Suspicions rise.
	It’s one thing . . . when the offense is accidental . . . 

	It’s another thing . . . when it is intentional . . . and held w/o repentance!


As people reconciled to God . . . we know reconciliation is always right.

If you are a follower of Christ . . . you are called to be peace-maker.

Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5 . . . we are ministers of reconciliation. And thus, loaded with the grace and truth of the gospel . . . we seek to live at peace with family of faith

But what does that look like ?? . . . for a previous leader to regain trust ??

	
And what if the tables are turned . . . you are the one who misunderstood the leader …

	Not every leader is untrustworthy . . . but because of bad apples all leaders are examined

Certainly one of the burdens of leadership is the constant threat of being misunderstood

		In such a case . . . is it the leader’s responsibility to run a PR campaign?

		And if not . . . how does he (or she) . . . seek to redress those accusations?
Well . . . here again we come to the world church leadership . . .

In ch. 4 . . . we spent time focusing on the Paul’s apostleship. 
  . . . And we saw the striking difference between his leadership 
and those who arrogated themselves in Corinth

Paul’s servant-hearted humility looked odd in a world of proud self-promotion


Now in ch. 9 . . . we come back to the theme of church leadership

But the focus is not a digression from Paul’s argument concerning food
	sacrificed to idols . . . Rather, it’s a natural continuation of his point in 8:13.

 “Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, 
    I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.”

The next thing he says is . . . “Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen 
				  Jesus our Lord? Are you not my workmanship in the Lord?

Remember in the original . . . there is no chapter division. 

. . . Paul’s battery of questions in vv 1–2 comes right after he refers to eating 

. . . In his flow of thought . . . he turns to his own example to stress how important it is for him not to cause his brothers to stumble

. . . But in expressing this self-denial . . . he must do two things . . .
. . . And these two things are what make up the content of 1 Corinthians 9

1. He GIVES an example of what it looks like to refuse ones right for the good of others

2. He DEFENDS his apostleship against those who would examine & accuse him


The first issue relates to the context of chapters 8–10, where Paul is tackling the problem of eating meat sacrifice to idols.


The second problem relates a larger issue going on in the church at Corinth, . . . 

. . . Instead of supporting the apostle who was God’s instrument to plant the church in Corinth, the Corinthians were examining Paul

. . . Or at least, some of the leaders were raising questions about Paul.

As one commentator has put it,

[2] His policy of deferring to the superstitious scruples of his most ignorant converts … led some of the Corinthians to question the authenticity of his apostleship. [To the strong], Paul seems . . . cowardly and duplicitous, sometimes willing to eat meat among the strong but timidly caving in to the dietary restrictions of the weak on other occasions. This sort of behavior casts doubt on the legitimacy of Paul’s claim to be an apostle. . . . [1] After all, if Paul is a real apostle, surely he should be the boss and tell other people how to behave (Hays, First Corinthians, 146)

But this is exactly what Paul does not do!

	As he’ll go on to say (9:22) . . . “To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak” 

	To the proud, power-hungry Corinthians . . . this weakness is appalling. 

But to the mature, this kind of self-sacrifice . . . is the what marks a Christian leader.

Nevertheless, such a Christ-like attitude isn’t always well-appreciated . . . so Paul must DEFEND himself. . . and DEMONSTRATE why we need to deny our rights for the good others

This is no easy task . . . but this is what we find in 1 Corinthians 9. And it breaks down like this . . 

v. 1 – 12 . . .	we find Paul making a case for the the minister’s rights; those who preach the word should be supported by the churches to whom they preach

In context . . . Paul applies this to himself and the apostles, but we can generalize his truths to all gospel ministers as he does in 1 Timothy 5:18 

		That’s where Paul begins . . . and he continues his argument in

v. 12–18 	as he shares his refusal of his rights in order to advance the G 

Indeed . . . Paul isn’t in ministry to make a living; his reward is Christ himself . . . and for reasons we will see . . . he refuses to receive support from the Cs

He’s not writing so they will pay him. Rather, he’s happy to work in order to preach the gospel free of charge.  This leads to verses . . .

v. 19 -23 	where we find Paul declaring his burden to preach the gospel; 
Called by X . . . he MUST preach . . . he describes M’s responsibility

v. 24 – 27 	This is followed by Paul’s final words, where he describes his routine 
and the way in which he disciplines himself to avoid disqualification


So this is where we are going in this chapter . . . 

	And we will learn what self-denial looks like in one of God’s choicest servants
	And what the relationship between ministers and churches OUGHT to be
1. 
The Minister and His Church (vv. 1–2)

Ch 9 begins with a series of questions to identify Paul’s relationship with Corinthians.
			
	It is a lesson in self-defense . . . a lesson for trustworthy leaders being unfairly attacked.

Instead of asserting his status . . . he questions the validity of their doubts

It teaches us . . . the way God’s people defend themselves is not with loud self-promotion, but earnest, insightful questions
 

So let’s walk through these questions . . .

The 1st Q 	looks back to the freedom that comes w/ knowing food neither commends/condemns 

The 2nd Q 	looks forward to the defense of his apostloeship in ch. 9 . . . 
This is a question that pops up throughout 1 Corinthians

The 3rd Q	answers the second, as he reminds us that he has seen the Lord

He may be the least of the apostles and the apostle untimely born, but he is a legitimate apostle . . . based on his visions of the risen Christ

			And more than that . . . he is THEIR apostle . . .  

	The 4th Q	asks them to consider where they came from? He calls them his workmanship.

Now... he’s not saying, he created them or is the cause of their salvation.
Ultimately, they are God’s workmanship . . . but he recognizes his role.

They came to faith under his preaching . . . 

To deny him, is to deny themselves . . .   This is the point of verse 2 . . .  READ

	He says they’re his “seal” . . . meaning their existence is the outward effect of his preaching.

As a wax seal bears the mark of signet ring, so the Cs are the visible mark of his ministry. 
(PNTC399)

More generally, Paul’s approach to Corinth witnesses to a principle in ministry: 

Those who preach and those who hear their preaching are spiritually united

As Paul will say vv. 11 – 12 . . . those who receive the spiritual benefit of sound teaching have the spiritual obligation to care for the material needs of those who serve them –

SO	In Corinth, Paul should have received support . . . but instead he received suspicion
Which is why he is having now to discuss their relationship and defend his rights 
2. 
The Minister’s Rights (vv. 3–10)

v. 3 begins by saying, “This is my defense [my apologia] to those who would examine me”

	This is a sad statement, in that those who should have defended Paul judged Paul.

BUT . . . instead of blowing off this church for their unfair treatment, 
. . .  he presses in w/ a barrage of questions to break up the hardness of their hearts

In 12 verses he asks 16 questions. We’ve seen 4 already. Now we come to 12 more.



These questions form 5 different arguments explaining 
. . . the rights Paul has and that all ministers of the gospel have


His premise is that . . .

. . . if a man rightly preaches the gospel . . . he has a right to be supported . . . 

. . . IF THAT CHURCH IS ABLE

Paul will ultimately forsake this right . . . 

. . . for reasons we’ll consider next week . . . 

. . . but we can only understand his refusal, if we see the rights servants of the Word have as they discharge their duties.


So . . . 

In verses 4 – 6, Paul argues by way of comparison with the other apostles 
	
In v. 7, he argues by way of analogy with three common vocations in Corinth
	
In v. 8 – 10, he argues from the Mosaic Law that those who labor in God’s vineyard have a right to eat
	
In v. 10 . . . he comes back to an analogy with two other agricultural vocations 
	
He concludes his argument with a comparison of the lesser to the greater in v. 11–12
  
	. . . if Paul has sown the greater spiritual things, why not give him the lesser material things?
	. . . if others have been supported by the Corinthians, why not Paul, their own apostle?

If you are following along, you may be able to see the shape of his argument.

[1, 5]	In the first and last arguments (4–6 & 11–12) he speaks of the “Rights” they have. 

He makes a personal appeal by comparing himself to Peter and the other apostles.

The first personal plural ‘WE’ only shows up in the outer rings of his argument, indicating some symmetry.


[2, 4]	In the inner ring of the argument (v. 7 + 10b), Paul uses five different culture vocations which receive payment for their services.

	The first is that of a soldier. Corinth was a lot like Woodbridge, in that there were lots of military veterans. So . . . this illustration would have had a certain pull to it.

	No solider serves at his own expense. He was compensated for risking his life.
		So too . . . the soldiers of the cross, Paul implies, should be supported.

	The next four vocations are all agricultural and the argument turns on letting vine-growers, shepherds, plow-ers, and thresh-ers enjoy the fruit of their laborers.

	Notice, he doesn’t say shepherds have the right to eat the meat, but only the milk.

	God condemned the shepherds of Israel (Ezek 34) who devoured the sheep
		There’s no argument here for supporting greedy, gluttonous shepherds.
		A minister’s rights depends on his faithfulness to feeding the sheep good food.

	Also notice (v. 10), this material provision strengthens the heart of the pastor.

As a plowman plows with hope of the harvest; and a thresher threshes with hope of a crop, the minister should have confidence that God will supply his needs via his EKK

Now . . . this doesn’t always happen.  

But the normative pattern which churches should strive towards is providing for the men who give themselves entirely to the Word of God.

[5]	The last argument (8-10) is most authoritative. This is why it stands at the center.

After human comparison and human vocations, Paul questions if he is only speaking from human authority. The answer is clearly ‘no’… his argument stands on Scripture

Paul quotes from Deuteronomy 25:4 and says that this verse is written for our sake, 

The “our sake” implies that this word about oxen is actually for humans . . . 
and “our sake” also indicates this word is for the church in Corinth . . . not just Israel
But how is that possible?

	How can Paul say that a word about animals is actually about humans?
	How can a word written to Israel actually be for P & this mostly Gentile church?
	How does that work? Is Paul allegorizing? What is he doing? 

The first response . . . no, Paul is not allegorizing. He is paying attention to Moses Words.

In Deuteronomy 24–25 . . . we find Moses giving instructions to Israel about how to treat orphans, widows, and foreigners.

IOW, he’s giving instructions about what is right, what is just. 

In those instructions, he’s not speaking about animals. He’s speaking about people.

But, he includes this statement about “no muzzling the ox while it is treading out the grain,” because it shows what is compassionate and just to animals.

And so the argument in Deuteronomy goes: If it is right to let animals eat some of the produce while they are working, how much more “right” is it for humans.

In Deuteronomy, the people working are those gleaning in the field. 
Now, in 1 Cor or 1 Tim, it’s laborers in the Lord’s Harvest . . . who have a right to eat

So there are plenty of connections between Deuteronomy 25:4 and 1 Corinthians 9:9
	
· The discussion of justice . . . is one point
· The provision for the Lord’s people . . . is another
· A third is the form of the argument:  if you care for animals – and you should – than you should care for people.

That’s the first response . . . Paul is not misusing the text . . . 

The second response . . . Paul is applying OT Law to a NT church THRU the work of Jesus Christ

IOW	The original command was space and time specific . . . it related to Israel in the land. 

Moses told the Israelites . . . don’t forget that you too were slaves; you were redeemed . . . 

“Seek justice and have compassion on the weak among you” 

In general these are good principles . . . but they can’t be directly applied . . . 
      b/c they are rooted in the covenant with Israel


So how do they apply? 

My answer is that they can only apply to us . . . as they are fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
Christ said on the Mt of Transfiguration (in Luke 9:31) that he was leading a new exodus 

Clearly this exodus was not a land migration. . . rather, as Paul says in Colossians 1:13–14:

God has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

IOW for Paul . . . Christ’s salvation was a new exodus that brought the dead to life

The resurrection wasn’t just proof of life after death . . . it is a new way of life found in X 

All those who trust in Christ –Jew or Gentile – are made part of a new covenant . . . 

We are the people . . . whom the Old Testament Scriptures foretold.

So in 1 Corinthians 10:11 . . .

	Paul says that the OT was written for us . . . on whom the end of the ages has come

And in 1 Corinthians 9:9 . . . Paul applies the Law of Moses to the Church, THROUGH . .  the mediating work of Jesus Christ.

So Paul does no replace Israel with the church . . . but applies the Law to the Church via of Jesus death and resurrection.

To say it differently: Paul could not have made this point in this way . . . without Jesus.

If Christ had not come . . . Deut 25 could have only been applied by Israel in the land.

But now since the Spirit has come to Corinth . . . the command is applied to them in X.

Does that make sense? I know there are a lot of moving pieces, but I can summarize it in 3 words 

Jesus Changes Everything!

	This is true in God’s Word . . . This is true in the God’s World
	And it can be true for you . . . if you haven’t encountered Jesus Christ.

	Christ came to fulfill the law in the place of sinners who could not keep it.
He died on the cross in the place of law-breakers who deserved death!
	He rose on the 3rd day to justify the ungodly by faith in his name.

This is the message of the gospel.

And this gospel message stands at the heart of all Christ is doing in the world today, 

And that is why . . . Paul says it is RIGHT for the church saved by Jesus Christ to support the ongoing work of Jesus Christ . . . in the ministry of Apostle & Pastors who rightly preach the Gospel.
Let’s summarize Paul’s argument . . . and conclude with two applications:

In verses 3 – 6 . . . Paul asks about his rights. 

	He presses the Corinthians to be consistent in applying rights.

If they exercise their ‘rights’ ... why deny Paul the right to eat/drink as he chooses? 

Why refuse support Paul. . if they support Peter and the other apostles?


Next in v 7 . . . 

Paul highlights the inconsistency of supporting other vocations who benefit from their service, but not the ministry of the gospel.

Paul uses the vocations of some in the church to expose the folly of not supporting the Lord’s servants who are variously described as soldiers, shepherds, sowers. 


Then in v. 8 – 10, Paul centers his argument on the Word of God.

	To those who are not persuaded yet, he quotes the Law of Moses.

He shows how the OT Law is to be fulfilled in Christ and the church today.


Then his argument returns to another cultural illustration in v. 10b . . . 

He encourages churches to create an environment where ministers of the gospel find joy in preaching the Word.

One way churches support those who labor in the word is (whenever possible) to relieve their material burden.


Finally, Paul concludes with two personal questions of application in v. 11 – 12.

11 If we have sown spiritual things among you, is it too much if we reap material things from you? 
12 If others share this rightful claim on you, do not we even more? 


These rhetorical questions conclude his argument and press on Corinthians their responsibility to support the work of the ministry. 



Because Paul has been a faithful servant of God . . . he deserves the C’s support.

	BUT . . . Paul doesn’t make that demand.

	He leads the Corinthians to that conclusion . . . and then says

 “But that’s not why I am writing. . .”

“I’m not here to collect my due . . .”


No . . . look what he says in v. 12

Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, 
but we endure anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ.


Paul is not using the Word of God for his own interest and he is not demanding the Corinthians to repay him for past services.

Rather, as a slave to Christ and a steward of the gospel, he is jealous for them to embrace the gospel more fully . . . which means applying it to every area of life.

And this means . . . supporting those who preach the gospel and NOT harboring suspicion.

How greatly the gospel is advanced when those gifted to preach the Word are liberated to preach . . .

But the gospel is also advanced when those called to preach do not demand their rights 

 
Here are the two principles at work in 1 Corinthians 9

The RIGHT of the Lord’s servant and the RESPONSIBLITY of the church.


1. The faithful minister of the gospel doesn’t DEMAND support from those he serves

2. The faithful church of Christ doesn’t DENY support to those who preach the Word 

Positively . . .

1. The steward of the gospel lays down his life in order to see others raised to life in X

2. The community of the gospel lays down their gifts in order to raise up more gospel stewards
This is the balanced perspective we find in 1 Corinthians 9 and elsewhere in Paul’s letters:

Often Paul encourages churches to give for the work of the gospel.

· In Romans ... he discloses his desire for that church to help him take the gospel to Spain
· In 1 Cor 16 ... he counsels the Cs to take up a “collection for the saints” each Lord’s Day
· In 2 Corinthians 8–9  . . . he urges the church to give with glad hearts
· In Galatians 6 . . . he calls those who are taught the word of God (CHURCHES) to “share all good things with the one who teaches”
· In 1 Timothy 5 . . . he says those who labor in the Word are worthy of double-honor

He makes these requests . . . because he knows those who give towards the gospel will increase joy in that gospel . . .

	They will be further secured in the gospel they have believed
	And their joy will increase as they see others come to faith in Christ. 

At the same time . . . Paul happily refused the right to receive support . . . 

As he models . . . pastors must use our rights to serve the church, not ourselves.

There must be in the heart of every true servant . . . a willingness to preach and serve the church regardless of financial support.

To say it differently, every pastor should be willing to be bi-vocational. 

Like Paul servants of the Word may need to make tents to serve the church.

This is not a step down in ministry, but rather a step of in faith . . . 

Or better . . . it is an evidence of faith . . . that strengthens faith in others. 

Indeed, this is how trust in gained.

When servants of the Word point to Jesus they bolster gospel trust of others.
. . . Such vertical trust . . . feeds horizontal trust . . . which oils gospel labors

But When they point to themselves they hinder trust in the gospel 
. . . And such mistrust undermines giving, which undermines gospel efforts



Indeed, in cases when trust is lost . . . the gospel alone can bring repair.
	

For individuals or churches looking to rebuild trust. . .

. . . The gospel . . . gives a way of forgiveness and grace

ATST	. . . The gospel . . . gives a benchmark for trustworthiness . . . 

Those who cling to Christ are the ones . . . who God is rebuilding


Just the same . . . for ministers who are wrongfully questioned . . .

	. . . Christ’s humility and self-sacrifice gives a model for endurance.
	
. . . All Christians need to remember this . . . but esp. those in leadership.

[bookmark: _GoBack]. . . Christ’s sheep will misunderstand and question . . . and we must not fight back, but rather . . . gently, patiently endure misunderstanding . . . pray + preach truth


Church . . . I cannot say it enough …	it is the gospel that creates the church and 
it is the gospel that sustains the church

					and	it is the gospel that frees the church to give …
						. . . to those who preach the gospel.


		At the very same time ...	it ministers must stop at nothing to proclaim the G

b/c	it is the gospel that is the power of God unto salvation
	

OH...	May God be gracious to us . . . and keep us in love with his gospel.

	May we never tire of hearing of X crucified, raised to life, offered to sinners like us

	And may we never tire of giving and sacrificing so that others might hear.

	Unto that end . . . let’s give . . . and to that end let us pray!

	 
	


 
