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What would you do if you came home to a shelf full of leftovers in your refrigerator?

	Would you rejoice as though it was manna from the Lord?

OR	Would you ask around before diving in . . . making sure you didn’t steal? 

	It probably depends on how your conscience is formed 

. . . If you abide by some kind of regulative principle . . . you might not eat until someone invites you to . . . maybe that’s how your momma taught you!

OR	. . . If you grew up in a house where anything without a name was fair game . . . you might dive right without any reservations.

	Who would be right . . . This is a matter of conscience!

NOW . . . what if I told you that the bounty came from a restaurant that used a certain brand of pornographic advertising and required their waitresses to wear skin-tight halter tops?

Would that change your tune?

Might you grow concerned HOW this food was acquired?

Maybe you’d even say . . . these wings were sacrificed in a pagan temple!

Again . . . some might say, “I don’t care where they came from; all food is sanctified by the Word of God and prayer. I give praise for it . . . and I’m going to eat it.”

Others . . . might say, “I don’t want to eat, because it’ll bring back memories from the times I frequented that restaurant.”

Still others might reason, “I COULD eat this food, but I don’t want to. What if I really like it and I’m tempted to go back for more? 


In such a situation . . . who is right? Who is wrong? And how do you decide?

	With such a question . . . we enter into the realm of conscience. 

And to be sure . . . the complexities of this situation are not nearly as weighty as other ethical situations

But then again . . . that assumes that you don’t have a history with this restaurant.

The Historical Background

In 1 Corinthians 8 . . . we come to one of two (maybe three) places in Paul’s letters where the apostle deals with matters of conscience and food.

	In Galatians 2 . . . Paul has to rebuke Peter for refusing to eat with Gentiles. 

Likewise. . .

In Romans 14 – 15 . . . he speaks to Jews and Gentiles about welcoming one another in the church . . . not letting Jewish food laws separate them.


Now	In 1 Corinthians 8 – 10 . . . he is answering questions about meat sacrificed to idols 


	In all these passages, we find similar principles at work . . .

	. . . only in 1 Cor issues pertaining to food are not dividing the church from within but from without

	. . . divisions are arising from differing approaches to eating when the Cs go out!


These three passages remind us how easily Christ’s church is divided . . . 


Satan loves to divide churches over matters as petty as food and drink . . . it takes the full power of the gospel for us to walk in holiness, love, and unity.


But praise be to God 	. . . that is why Christ died! 

				. . . that is why we are studying 1 Corinthians

. . . that we might be a church consumed with the gospel that leads to evident holiness, love, and unity.
  

So . . . 1 Corinthians 8 – 10 is vitally important for us!

	It’s important because of the way it shows how loving God translates into loving others

And this love is not found in some colossal, award-winning act of service . . . it is found in the way you respond to others when they say things like . . .

	. . . I don’t let their kids read Harry Potter
	. . . I use Essential Oils and it has changed my life . . . Can I tell you about them?
	. . . I tried Home Schooling . . . but gave it up because it was too hard
	. . . I compete in Video Game tournaments
	. . . We don’t celebrate Halloween, but continue to leave out cookies for Santa
	. . . I only drink fair-trade coffee, but sometimes I buy clothes at Old Navy
	. . . I won’t eat the catered food that comes from THAT Restaurant


You can see where this is going . . .

Love for others is not just seen in sharing the gospel, forgiving offenses, helping others, giving generously, or serving sacrificially.

Love for others also includes knowing when to correct others & when to “let it go”

More exactly, 

Love for others looks like using your knowledge and maturity to build up others and training your conscience to be source of encouragement . . . not division



Indeed, this is what was happening with the food sacrificed to idols in Corinth . . . 

	And amazingly Paul spends over three chapters working through these matters.

	The volume of his explanation show how important this is . . . and how difficult.


So today, we look at the second half of his introductory teaching.

In verses 1 – 6 . . . we saw that the starting point for loving others is loving God; this is love’s engine . . . it’s enduring source of power and motivation

In verses 7 – 13 . . . we come to the transmission or drivetrain of love; where the power of the engine is transferred into our lives . . . so love for God results in love for others . . . even those who do things differently than us!  



Setting Up the Question (v. 7)

We start in 1 Cor 8:7 . . . Paul writes “However, not all possess this knowledge. But . . .”

	This verse stands in contrast to v 1, which quotes the Cs “all possess knowledge”

	So Paul understands that while some of the Christians have knowledge . . .

[1]	. . . That idols have no real existence (v. 4)
[2]	. . . AND that what we eat will neither commend nor condemn us to God (v. 8)  

He corrects the Corinthians who are saying ALL have this knowledge.

Clearly . . . some do not have this understanding

They know the Lord; they are born again . . . but coming from a background of paganism their consciences are weak.

Hence . . . when they eat (as v. 7 says) “they eat as though the idol is real”

While secured in the love of Christ . . . their lack of knowing makes the pagan CULTURE a minefield ready to mangle their conscience.


And just what is the culture around them?

Everywhere in Corinth there were idols . . . 

From the hill overlooking the city to the shops in the marketplace . . .
In business + leisure, recreation + restaurants, pagan myths + practices abounded

We may forget the Olympics were celebrated to please the gods on Mt Olympus
Just like the Olympics, Corinth celebrated its own athletic competitions every 2 yrs.

And the meat that was sacrificed in the temple made its way all through town.

When we get to 1 Cor 10, we’ll see how Paul instructs the Cs to eat or not eat.

	For now . . . we find general principles for walking faithfully in a pagan culture.

As we saw last week in vv. 1 – 6 . . . faithfulness begins with a full knowledge of God that comes through faith in the gospel.

Now in vv. 7 – 13 . . . Paul gives specific instructions on how those loved by God are to love one another . .  .

As I look at it . . .  I see four ways Paul calls for us to love.
1. 
Love Clarifies Gospel Truth (v. 8)

In verse 8 . . . 	Paul says, “Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better if we do.”

There is some reason to believe Paul is again quoting the Corinthians here.

	As Paul often does, he anticipates the response of his audience.

And you can hear the Strong saying rightly: “There’s nothing in food that commends us to God or drives us away from God. So why does it matter if we eat?”

But again using knowledge to defend their individual liberty is the problem.

Instead of using their knowledge to build up of others . . . they are only thinking of themselves. 

They are neglecting the members of the church that God has given to them.


So . . . Paul takes their truth . . . and he turns it around.

	He doesn’t deny their knowledge: 

. . . Salvation comes by the Spirit . . . food cannot improve their standing.

In fact . . . if they affirmed the opposite view . . . that food somehow improved their standing before God . . . he would have gone Galatians 2 on them!

In Galatians 2 . . . Paul got in Peter’s grill for trying to please the Jews and refusing to eat with the Gentiles.

Had the Cs done the same . . . Paul would have rebuked them for abandoning the G

But LEGALISM wasn’t the Corinthian problem. LICENSE WAS . . . 
the Strong were using their gospel knowledge with no consideration for others.


So Paul takes their understanding of the gospel and explains 

. . . how Christ’s sacrifice leads us to lay down our rights for the sake of others.

. . . which brings us to a 2nd  truth about love: Christian Love Takes Care of Others.

Love Takes Care of Others (v. 9 – 11)

v. 9 says, “But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block.”

	Literally, the command is to “see” . . . or look carefully 

The word is used earlier in 1 Corinthians 3:12 . . . where Paul says, “Take care” how you build on the foundation of Jesus Christ.

It’s revealing that P again uses this verb in conjunction w/ a term assoc with temple building. 

I don’t think it’s accidental.  It’s more likely that the concept of the church as living temple is in the back of his mind. With that controlling metaphor, He’s says . . . 

. . . Don’t put a stumbling block in front of your brother . . . 

. . . That damages the dwelling place of God’s Holy Spirit.

. . . Rather build upon the foundation of Christ by strengthening weaker members.


And more exactly . . .  

	In v 9 . . . he speaks of a certain kind of right or authorization. 

	This word “right” is going to be a focal point in chapter 9 – vv. 4, 5, 6, 12



But even now . . . You might capture Paul’s argument  like this:

		“Watch carefully that this authorization to eat meet 
doesn’t accidentally destroy others”

That’s the command . . .  	to take care not to misuse your right

				To use your maturity and strength to serve the weaker

This is what love does . . . it does not take advantage of others, it looks out for others and takes care of the vulnerable.

When you love, you gladly say: I am my brother’s keeper!


Therefore, I will watch out for making him or her stumble.



Verse 10 and 11 continue to explain this point . . .
Verse 10 begins with the word “FOR,” indicating that Paul is going to explain why he has just issued this caution. He says,

. . . For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, won’t he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols.”


So here is the situation . . . 

A couple of the more mature Corinthians decide to go out for dinner. They walk up the hill towards the temple. In the back is a restaurant that serves food

In the temple precincts there’s little doubt as to where the meat came from – at some point it was sacrificed in the temple. 

However, what is less clear is the relationship between the sacrifice and the eating. 

In 1 Corinthians 10 . . . we know that anyone who follows Christ—weak or strong—should separate themselves from meals that are explicitly devoted to the gods. 

Last week I would have told you that 1 Corinthians 8:10 was addressing the same situation. That Paul was disallowing any eating in the temple precincts. After studying for another week, I think the issue is less the location and more the occasion of the eating.

Therefore, I don’t think he is denying eating meat in the temple precincts for 2 reasons. 

1. Because Paul’s refrain in 1 Cor 8 concerns the weak, not the wickedness of the idols. He will address idolatry in 1 Corinthians 10:21–22, but that’s not his point yet.
 
2. The second reason I don’t think he’s denying eating is because the sin mentioned here is not the eating . . . but the callous unconcern for the weaker brother – see v. 12


So Paul is saying the reason why stronger believers must take care is because 

. . . Their trip to the temple restaurant may invite weaker believers to imitate them.

. . . And in imitating them . . . they destroy their brother or sister in Christ.


The problem is not the intrinsic location of the food therefore, 

. . . but the flaunting of their liberty.


	Instead of using their knowledge for the good of others . . . they are using it for themselves.

	Paul stands against this self-centeredness and warns of its destruction in the church.


In fact, Paul goes so far as to say that such indulgent liberty destroys the body of Christ.

	Look at v. 11 . . . 

Paul’s warning is severe. . . and intentionally so . . . but we must ask . . .


Now what does Destroy mean? And how do determine . .  .

Well, we can begin by comparing Scripture with Scripture, this will help us discern what the passage does not mean.

1. It doesn’t mean that your actions can ultimately destroy another person – 

Matthew 10:28 . . . And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.

Ultimately, only God has the power and prerogative to destroy someone. So that’s not what Paul is saying.

2. He is also not saying that those for whom Christ died can be lost . . . NOTICE, the identity of the person being destroyed: they are a brother in Christ.

This confirms what Jesus says in John 6:37 . . . All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.

So . . . Paul does not mean we can lose salvation or destroy the salvation of another, 

But . . . what does “destroy” mean?

3. I would return to the imagery of the temple . . . 

Just as the Spirit gives gifts to build up the body of Christ . . . So gifted individuals can misuse their gifts to tear down, ruin, destroy the church.

We have just seen Paul speak of love building up others . . . so we should see this destruction as doing the opposite of this verse.

This destruction isn’t absolute, b/c Christ himself guards and protects his saints.

But . . . that being the case . . .  if someone proudly flaunts their knowledge . . . it bring lasting damage to Christ’s church


And for that reason . . . Paul is adamant that the strong use their strength for the building up of the body of Christ. . . . which leads the third way we love others

	
Love Considers Christ First (v. 12)

Now you might expect to hear that love considers others first . . . and that’s true.

	But the first “Other” is Jesus Christ

In v. 12 Paul writes: “Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience …

	The finite verb in the sentence . . . SIN . . . and the object is Christ

The main point is that when we sin against our brothers . . .  and wound their conscience we sin against Christ.


Now this is a personal truth for Paul ... one he learned when he was sinning against Christ.  

	You may remember what Jesus said to Paul as he traveled to persecute the church in Dam.

“Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting ME?” 5 
 And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” 
 And he said, “I am Jesus, WHOM you are persecuting.”


Until that moment Paul thought he was serving the God of Israel. He was defending the Torah and the honor of Yahweh . . .

But in an instant his eyes were opened . . . 

He learned that trying to destroy the church was actually trying to destroy Christ.

The theological reason is the spiritual unity which the church has with Christ. 

To be a Christian is to be in Christ . . . to have the Holy Spirit is to have Christ.

Therefore, any time a member of Christ’s sins against another member of the body . . . they are in fact sinning against Jesus Christ.


From one angle . . . you would be better to remain outside the church as a non-member . . . because outside the church you might be less likely to sin against Christ . . .

But, of course, this is not the application . . . the point Paul is making is to take seriously the presence of Christ IN the church.

When we gather together in Jesus name . . . he is here with us.

As members of his body / living temple, we are called to use his gifts for his church


When we help others walk with Jesus . . . we build up his body and he is made visible in our midst.

But when we run by ourselves . .  . doing as we please . . . with little care for his church . . . we hide the presence of Christ . . . and deny his presence.

Worse . . . when we use our freedoms wrecklessly . . . we take the jewels of the gospel and gouge out eyes and knock out teeth. 


Indeed . . . this is what the Corinthians were doing

	Instead of sitting down to table with weaker members of the church to eat vegetables

	They were using their freedoms to build themselves up . . . make social contacts


Today . . . we don’t struggle with meat sacrificed to idols . . .  but Paul reminds us 

That any use of our gifts or freedoms . . . that fails to consider our brothers and sisters in Christ . . . wounds them.

You might put it this way . . . what good is it if you gain all the theological knowledge all the while letting your church family fend for themselves?

What good is it to feed yourself without caring for the spiritual health of your church?

Paul calls us back to considering Christ first . . . because in so doing we learn what Christ cares about most . . . what is that?

	The people for whom he has died!   Do you / I share that same passion? 

Let Me Ask:	 Are you sharing the gospel . . . looking for lost sheep for whom Christ died?
 Are you helping others in your church walk with Christ?   If not, why not!?!
 Are you wounding the church by your neglect?  Worth serious consideration 

Now let me slow down for a second . . .

I think in the typical message about stronger and weaker brothers in the church . . .

	There is desire to answer questions which we mentioned at the beginning . . .

	. . . What about the Harry Potter book? Or the R rated movie?
	. . . Are Essential Oils acceptable? What about Yoga?
	. . . Is there a single right way to school your children?
	. . . Should I celebrate in Halloween, Christmas, and Santa Claus
		. . . Or the ever popular . . . What about alcohol??
	. . . Are there biblical principles which help us navigate these?

The answer is yes . . . Scripture is more than sufficient to help you here

But keep in mind . . . no two people equally committed to Scripture will come to the 
same conclusion on all matters of conscience

			. . . 	The same goes for some doctrines and passages of Scripture

			. . . 	In all of these situations . . . the controlling question is 

				How can I love others with the knowledge that I have?
	
				How can I grow in wisdom, knowledge, and biblical understanding

			SO THAT	I use this knowledge to love others??


This is the whole point of chapter 8: 	You love God BEST by loving others MOST

					This begins with believing the gospel
. . . growing in an understanding of the God of the gospel
. . . exercising your freedom in Christ

				SO THAT	. . . you can serve others more and more.

THAT’S THE PRINCIPLE APPLICATION TODAY

And So	. . . I am not going to give a list of principles 
. . . For that I would point you to a new book called 

Conscience: What Is It, How to Train It, 
Loving Those who Differ

Rather, as we close today 	. . . I would press us to look further at Paul’s own example

	. . . What he says in verse 13 and what he will say in chapter 9.

So . . . the last truth to consider this morning is that . . . Love Commits to Serving Others

Love Commits to Serving Others (v. 13)

Look at verse 13: “Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat . . .”

	Notice two things . . .

(1) Paul doesn’t command the Corinthians to never eat meat . . . instead he models it

I could be wrong, but I think the reason he doesn’t command it is that he would violate the very principle he’s trying to put in place.

He’s not trying to bind consciences but instead to set them free to know God and love one another.

Therefore, to give a concrete illustration of this love . . . He volunteers himself.

He says . . . that rather than hurting a weaker brother . . . he will never eat meat


This statement closes off his argument in chapter 8, but it also sets up his two illustrations in chapter 9 

. . . both which reveal HOW Paul lays down his rights in order for others to know Christ.


Indeed, this is the take away . . . 

Love Commits to Lay Down It’s Rights in Service to Others

And in context ... we’re not talking about applause-earning sacrifices but rather service in the mundane nitty-gritty of life!

	Letting others win arguments . . . rather than having to get the last word
	Letting others be wrong . . . even when you know you are right
	Embracing the fact . . . you are not always right about everything
AND 		Letting people look like Jesus . . . in ways that are different from you

Indeed	Loving others is more than a nice idea . . . it is a prayerful commitment to love and serve the people God has put in our lives . . . not the imaginary ones of our dreams

This includes our families . . . but from the context here . . . the place God wants you to commit to love is in the local church 

Paul modeled this kind of commitment and calls us to do the same . . .

Loving others is far more than being nice to strangers . . . it is committing to lay down our rights for those with whom we do life. 
Imagine with me for a moment the effect that would have at OBC if we took that seriously?

	In a fast-paced culture . . . taking time for one another is an oddity.

In a world where ladder-climbers seek to pull themselves up . . . the church aims to identify with the weak and unimpressive

In a world that trains you to look out for # 1 . . . Christ calls us to get dirty serving the needs of others

In all these ways and more . . . the church gives evidence to a kind of love that the world cannot replicate or explain


And in the process . . . 	it makes a community that unbelievers want to be around

				It puts clothes on the invisible man in our midst


Isn’t this what we want?

	For others to know and love Christ . . .


Indeed . . . if it is . . . 	It looks like committing yourself to a local church and learning how love one another as we go into the world

	Proclaiming a message of faith, hope, and love.


To be honest with you . . . 

		I preach about this kind of love far better than I live it.

		But that is WHY I preach it . . . because it is the kind of love that X calls us to

		And because my heart’s desire is that Christ’s love would be formed in us

[bookmark: _GoBack]		. . . as we hold fast to Jesus AND to one another!  

